Session 7
Public Relations
Worksheet 1:  Public Relations Case Study
Read the following case study, and create a public relations plan for the Rotary Club of Royal Gardens. Focus on three or four ways the club can reach out to the media and to the community directly to share its projects. Consider the questions below as you develop your plan.
	The Rotary Club of Royal Gardens is located in a prosperous town of 35,000. The club’s 40 members are a cross-section of the Royal Gardens professional community. The club’s longest-running and most successful service project provides support for the community’s growing elderly population. Through this ongoing project, club members prepare and deliver meals, arrange for home repairs, and visit hospitals.

The club also works with local schools to identify a candidate who is selected by the district to receive a Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarship. One scholar is studying the effects of global warming on ocean water levels and corresponds regularly with the club to inform members of her experiences.

The club’s weekly program attracts prominent local speakers who talk about important issues facing the community. Attendance is high, and members are enthusiastic.

An informal survey was conducted by the club, and it revealed that few people in the community are aware of the club’s efforts. Some respondents reported they perceive Rotary as a social club for older men.

Several members have complained about the difficulty of attracting new members as well as the lack of recognition the club receives for its service to the community. The club’s activities have received no media coverage for the past five years. 


How can the club provide basic information about Rotary International and the club to the media?
What aspects of the club’s current activities might interest the media? Which type of media is most appropriate for each aspect? Why?
How might club programs be of interest to local media?
How can the club reach prospective members directly to inform them of its projects and membership opportunities?
