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The 20th Anniversary of Women in Rotary

“The Mouse that Roared”

SCREEN OF OPENING
FACTS:

Duarte Rotary 1976

Club dwindling to 8 members.   Looked at community -- 3 women: 

Mary Lou Elliott, Donna Bogart, Rosemary Freitas

- After a district event RI found out.  March 27, 1978 RI Board of Directors officially revoked the Charter of Duarte Club.  

- Brave lawyer: Sanford K. Smith (Arcadia Club)

- Court: 

Duarte Filed:


$ 

CA Superior Court, June 1978 -- Lost 

$ 

CA Court of Appeal, 1986 -- Won

Rotary International filed:

$ 

CA Superior Court - Would not hear the case. RI Attorney said, “...threatens to force us to take in everyone, like a motel.” 

$ 

US Supreme Court, Heard March 30, 1987- Duarte Won May 4, 1987 

Perspective: 1983 Sally Ride first women in space

< 
Today, 145,000 women in Rotary (12%)

< 
Dr. Sylvia Whitlock first Women President in the world, first Women President to attend Rotary International 1988 in Philadelphia

< 
Seattle International District Club, 7/31/86 voted unanimously to accept women – 15 proposed – Seattle joined Duarte in the Supreme Court Case.

News Clips ( 10 min)

Introduction of Guests (5 minutes)
Quotes of guests:

Luke McJimpson:  females added to survive

Ken Caresio:  history of including women

Mary Lou Elliott:  joining as a female

Sanford K. Smith:  attorney on case

Carol Agate:  supreme court

Christine Montan:  (2 parts): Alhambra Club first female

Dr. Silvia Whitlock:  1st female club president

Mary Lou Elliott:  Oregon

Shelan Joseph: 12% female

