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In 1977, the tiny Rotary ciub of Duarte. created a firestorm when it admitted three women as 
members of the traditionally all-male international organization. When Rotary International 

revoked the club's charter for refusing to dismiss the women members, Duarte Rotary filed a 
lawsuit charging gender discrimination. A nine-year court battle ended in victory for the Duarte 
Rotary in the United States Supreme Court on May 4, 1987. The deci~ion opened the doors to 

women in Rotary and every other service club in the 'nation and earned the name 
"The Mouse That Roared. " . 

PANELISTS 

Carol Agate
 
As the attorney with
 
the ACLU, she was
 

Sanford K. Smith Dr. Sylvia Whitlock Christine M. Montan Mary Lou Elliot 
He represented the The first woman pres i­ District Governor for Rotary The first of three women 

Duarte Rotary pro bono dent of Rotary in the District 5300, Rotary admitted to the Duarte 
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throughout the 9-year world elected by the International. Rotary in 1977, an actioncord in the Supreme 
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Mary Ann Lutz, Moderator 
Rotary Assistant Governor, Distriel 5300 
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Key players recall landmark Rotary case
 

WALT MANCINI I STAFF 

KEY LEADERS: From left, Ken Caresio, Mary Lou Elliott, Shelan Joseph, Luke McJimpson, 
Sanford Smith, Carol Agate, Christine Montan and Dr. Sylvia Whitlock gather Friday for a 
forum marking trw 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling opening the doors of 
service clubs to women. 

By EMANUEL PARKER
 
STAFF WRITER
 

DUARTE - A woman whose admission to 
the Duarte Rotary Club sparked a U.S. 
Supreme Court case that opened service clubs 
nationwide to women said she was actually 
only admitted because her application used just 
her initials. 

"We were not women's libbers," Mary Lou 
Elliot said. "We just went about our business" 
after being admitted. 

Luke McJimpson said Duarte Rotary club 
members discussed admitting women for a year 
before unanimously voting to do so.. 

The club was down to eight members. 
In a film clip, the late Richard Key, a past 

Duarte Rotary president, said t\\lo-thirds of the 
professional people in Duarte were women. 

Please turn to ROTARY I Page 11 

ROTARY
 
20 years 

after ruling 
Continued from page 1 

Those who played a key role 
in the landmark 1987 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling held a 
forum Friday marking the 20th 
anniversary of the decision at 
the Duarte Community Center. 

"We were not rebels," said 
Ken Caresio, Duarte city man­
ager and a Rotary member. "We 
j list did what we thought was 
the right thing to do." 

After Duarte Rotary admitted 
the women in 1977, Rotary 
International revoked its charter 

in 1978, initiating a nine-year 
court battle between Duarte 
Rotary and Rotary Interna­
tional. 

"They [Rotary International] 
tried everything possible," said 
Carol Agate, an ACLU attorney 
who represented Duarte Rotary. 

"They tried to move the case 
to federal court. They tried 
every motion in the book. We 
had a strong case, but we had a 
[L.A. County Superior Court] 
judge who early on indicated he 
was not going to decide in our 
favor," she said. 

Sanford K. Smith, an attorney 
who lived in Arcadia at 
tlIe time, also represented 
Duarte Rotary. 

"We tried to make the case as 
narrow as possible," Smith said, 

"so that it would only apply to 
Duarte. But Rotary Interna­
tional would not accept that. 
They chose to fight us tooth and 
nail on everything." 

Elliot later moved to Oregon, 
where she applied to join a local 
Rotary Club. 

"The club secretary told me, 
'1 looked through all ofour cate­
gories, but there was not one for 
you,'" she said. "That was the 
end of my Rotary membership. 
I joined a different service club 
with women members." 

[mrnediately after the 
Supreme Court's decision, the 
Kiwanis and Lions clubs 
opened their doors to women. 

The Elks finally followed suit 
in 1995. 

emanuel.parker@sg"n.com 
(626) 578-6300, Ext. 4475 
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Opinion 

Twenty years ago, women were finally allowed to become Rotary members 

By PHILIP A, RUE 

It was 20 years ago today that the Supreme Court of the United States decided that women could be 
admitted to business and professional organizations such as the Rotary Club, and by extension, to others, 

The decision ended several years of wrangling about whether the First Amendment of the Constitution 
would be violated if women were admitted to these clubs. A California law (known as the Unruh Civil Rights 
Act) entitled persons of either sex to be admitted to these clubs. 

The Rotary Club of Duarte admitted three women in 1977 and everything seemed to be in good order until 
the parent organization, Rotary International, learned about this apparent violation of Rotary protocol and 
revoked Duarte's charter. The club continued to meet. 

The Duarte Rotary appealed to a State Court after it was ruled that the club was in error. 

An Appeals Court found in favor of Duarte, saying that the exclusion of women by the International parent 
org.anizatlon and therefore all local Rotary Clubs was not protected by the First Amendment. The Court 
found that there were substantial business benefits in the Rotary organization, that it was not a strictly 
social and private organization, and that it was a business and professional organization which provided 
community service, promoted high and ethical business standards, and worked for world progress in health 
and education. 

Rotary International disputed the decision and asked the Supreme Court to review the case since it 
Involved Interpretation of the First Amendment, 

After studylllg the case, seven ofthe Justices (two did not participate) ruled In favor of the California law 
(the Unruh Act) which prohibi"ted gender discrimination in business-type clubs. The date was May 4, 1987. 
The decision was plain, A California law requiring full and equal accommodations to both sexes in business 
establishments is constitutional and does not violate the First Amendment when applied to a broad-based 
business and professional organization. 

The admission of women would not affect the purposes of the club. 

At that time, there were nearly 20,000 Rotary Clubs with about a million members throughout the world. It 
was not a private social organization which could have precluded women, but it was instead, a wide" 
ranging club with an agenda of helping members, the local communities, and helping to achieve world­
wide humanitarian objectives. 

The Court analyzed the intents and purposes of clubs in order to determine the extent of Constitution 
protection. It found that Rotary (and other clubs) represent a cross section of business and professional life 
in a community. The admission of women would not affect that status, but perhaps add to the goals, 
intents and purposes of clubs. Discrimination is thus eliminated, bringing equal access to women in the 
operation of these clubs. 

It was interesting that the admission of three women to the Duarte Fotary Club would have such legal 
reverberations that would involve a state law and then analysis by the U.S. Supreme Court before the 
matter was settled in favor of women 20 years ago today. 

Fontana's service clubs all have women members, They probably notice an enhancement in the conduct of 
club business. 

, I
• 1" 1, 
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DUARTE Kn players III 

a, historic court battlc that 
openC{\ service clubs nation­
wide to women, ,1 fight that 
starred the Rotary Club of 
Duarte: will gather -agJin today 
to discuss the landmark 
Supreme Coun ruling, 

A 1987 U.S, Supreme ('ourt 
decision camed the R"tary Clllh 
of Duarte the nickname "TI\<: 
Mouse that Roared" for launch· 
ing the lengthy coun hallie, 

The 20th anniversary of the 
decision will be cdebr;lled with 
a 4 p.m. forum at the Duarte 
Community Center, 1600 Hun­
tington Drive. , 

In 1977, the []uane Rotary 
Club was down to eight me 111-­

bers, Recognizing that womcn 
incrcasingly ,held leadership 
positions, the c III h voted llJ 

admit Duarte school principals 
Mary Lou Elliot and Donna Bog­
ard as members, 

Rotary International repeal­
eJly asked the Duarte Rotary to 
cancel their membership in the 
men-only club. When it refused, 
Rotary Intemational revoked 
the club's chann in 197R, 

This initiated a nttle-year 
c,mlt battle against Rotary IntCf­
national. ' 

The Duarte IZOlary success­
fully filed suit in the Califomi,[ 
courts, arguing that Rotary 
Clubs are business l:sUlblish­
ments re~lated by the sUlte' s 
Unruh Civil Rights Act, which 
bans discrimination based on 
race, gender, religion or ethnic 
origin. 

Rotary lntcrnatjnna I appealed 
that decision to the U, S 
Supreme Coun. ilnd on MilY 4. 
1987, the court upheld the Call­
fornia court decision, 

"I was surpnsed it went ,iii 
the way to the Supreme Court," 
Elliott said. "I didn't think the 
case would be reso Iyed I 
thought it would be put on a 
back: bumer and never come for­
ward. 

"But we stayed With It and It 

was the right time, Th<:y had to 
recognize that women were 
8ctlve in.the business commu­
nity and that fair is fair," she 
said. 

Panel members will include 
Elliott, the first of three women 
members of the Duane Rotary; 
Sanford K. Smith, then an Arca­
dia attorney who represented 
the Duarte Rotary pro bono 
throughout the case; and Carol 
Agate, an American Civil Liber­
ties Union attomey who worked 
on the case for nine years, 

Monrovia City Council mem, 
ber Mary Ann Lutz, assistant 
governor of District 5300, will 
serve as moderator. 

emanoel.parkerChgvn.com 
(626) 57B-6300, Ex'! 4A75 



Duarte.Rotary Supreme Court 
Victory 20 Years Later 

Assistant CO"ernor, Dis­

trict 53[)[) and a ,\1 o {]«(J\,J:! 
Public Forum on May 
4 to Recall Landmark 

City Council\\,tJm:lI1~I Decision 
In 1977,withonIYe:ght 

members in th<: DU<1rte Ro·
\\")l11en wh" tfHhv en­

tary, and recognizing that
If)\' lllel11hershil1 in Rotary 

women were increaSinglY
Cluh :1nd other community 

holding key leadership pos:­service clubs can thank the 
tions in the communlr\, the

!\ot;H\' Club o!' Duarte, " 
club voted to admit Duarte"Thl' :\louse th,H Roared," 
school pnnclpals i\hrv I,ou1',,1' making it possible. 
Elliott and DonnJ. BogardStrIJ1ped of its charter by 

Mary Lou Elliott was the first into its ranks. 1\ few monthsI\f )LUI' IIltcmational in 1978 of three women members 
lalcr Rosemary freitag, aCor allowing three women to	 01 the Duarte Rotary, whose 

admittance led to the revocation psychologist, became thelOin the club, the Duarte Ro­
of the club's charter and the third woman member of the""'\' ~lled the organization lawsuit. - Photo courtesy of DU<1rtc clu h.1'01' gender cliscriminarlon. Mary Barrow 

\V hell 1\ 0 I a f' V I n I c r­The nine year, ourt balile 
Duarte RoUt'\' pro hllll(J n <l rio n a Ire 11 res c nl a II v C s111;I( went :t1l Ihe way to 
throughout the use; Carol learne,1 of the women, Du­~ Ihe lJnited States Supreme
 

t ~
 Agate, the attorney for the	 arte Rotary \Vas ordered to(:t'"rf ended In victorv for
'" I\merlcan Civil I.iberties	 terminate their member­I)uarte RoLlfI' 1:1 !<JH7 ;ind~ Union who also worked on	 ship or lose irs charier,opcned doors t< I women inII: ~!.,.i~ 
" 

.\.~ ; W ~ I he case for -Hine years and ­ D,J::irf(; Rotary, und~r thenR')(;iry and :ll!ul.hcr service ... . is the attorney of record	 president, Richard Key, whow cluhs in the nation.~'. ~ 
... 
.. i""g 

oil the Suprcllle Court d,, ­	 was also the superintendent()n Friday, Mal' 4, the
:;) .. cision; ACL\J Affirmativc	 of DU;1fte Unified School.:'( It han n ivcrsa r y 0 f t h l'o '" 
)­

Action Atturney and Board	 District, stood its groundSU[1rellle Court decisiun, ~~ III 
II: Member, ShclanJoseph, Dr.	 and eight months later inthe Duarte Rotary and the 

Sylvia Whitlock, the firsl	 February of 1978, Rotary> . City of D1Hrtc wilJ reunite0 
woman president of a Rota­	 International revoked theu kc\' ligures in thc landmark ~~ 

w 

)­ ry club in the world. She W:1S	 charter of the DU:Hte Cluh,(l\'il ri,ghts Clse who will 
III elected by the re·instated	 When J.1l appeal, 10 Rutarv,llscuss the cas,' in :l Corul11~~ 
~

~ w Duarte Rot ary tr) serve as	 Inrernatjonal failed, the c1uhthai IS 0pl'n tt' the public.:c '" ... i presid en t for 1<Jf{ 7 - 1'JH:--:;	 vored tn conrinue tn meet a,Ilis!oric vide" news clips
)­~~ .. g	 

Luke McJimpson, a 11rinci­ a yuasi-Rotary Club, l\n Xnf the case will alsn he;:.z:
 
0 ~\ 

,.. h()\l,'n. The fmul11 will bl' pal of Duarte lIigh School w:!s placed OVLT the Rr)[afl'
.:1 
ar the time and Ihe Duarte	 imignia and the club re·~l held al -1 lUll, in the Duarte ~~ :>:1 

(:on1l11llnlty Center, 16l)() Rotary member who was mmed itself The Lx· Rotan' 

Iluntingwn Dr., Duarte. dispatched to the R"tar\' C1Llb of Duarte. In June 

;\d111ission is free.	 International Convention of 1978, with rhe help of 

Panel panicip:1l1ts will in Tokyo in 1<J7R to appeal attnrnl'y Smith and :\gatc, 

((Klude: 1\lary LOll F.llioll, speak on its behalf of the th~ ACLU attorney, rhe 

the first of tllree WOl11en club; and Christine Montan, club and women memhers 

members of the Duarte	 Disfrict Governor, District filed suit against Rotary In­

IZotary, whose admittance	 5300, Rotary International, ternational. The long battle 

led to the revocation of	 a fourth generation Rotarian against Rotary International 

the club's charter and the	 and the first woman mem­ in the courts was begun, 

lawsuit; Sanford K. Smith, ber of the Rotary Club of Fo,.more injimnaJion caJjDu· 

the: Arcadia, Caljfornia at­ Alhambra in 1987. Modera­ arte City Hall, (626) 357·7931, 

torney, who represented tor will be Mary Ann Lutz, ext. 220 or (626) 357-4151. 
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HEADLINE NEWS: 
Kiwanis International to Offer Free Vaccinations, T8 
Tests for Children May 5 
For more information. go to AccessOuarte.com 

Duarte, Bradbury to Salute U.S. 
Armed Forces in "A Hero's Tribute" 

Musical Director Usa Baird. at the piano. rehearses 
cast members of "A Hero's Tribute," a community 
musical production honodng Amencan mi{;fary men 
and women and veterans. to be performed April 
26-28 at the Oual1e Performing ,1r1s Cenrer, 1401 
Highland Ave 

Four years ago, the Duarte community 
mourned the loss of one of its own, Lance 
Corporal Francisco A Martinez Flores, 
who died while serving hiS country in Iraq. 
Weeks later. Duarte honored the fallen 
young Marine, who once played trumpet 
In the high schOOl band, by dedicating the 
Spring Musical to his memory 

Four performances of "A Hero's Tribute" 
will grace the stage at the Duarte 
Performing Arts Center from Thursday, 
April 26 through Saturday, April 28. 

The show Will be presented courtesy of 
Burrtec Waste Services, City of Duarte, 
City of Bradbury, Duarte Education 
Foundation and the Duarte Unified 
School District "A Heroes Tribute" is a 
musical revue honoring the men, women 

By David Crockatt 

and families who have fought for freedom 
throughout America's history, from the 
American Revolution all the way to the 
present confiicls in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The performances will take place at 7:30 
p,m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
with an additional 2 p.m, matinee 
on Saturday, April 28"'. The show is 
directed by Mike Bauer. The Assistant 
Director is Terri Martin Lujan, the Musical 
Director is Lisa Baird and the Student 
Choreographer is Brittney Hurlbut. 

Tickets for the show are $20 for reserved 
center section seating; $15 general 
admission. Students and senior citizens 
will receive a $5 ticket discount. Tickets 
can be purchased by mail, telephone, 
or in person at the Duarte Public Safety 
Office in the Target Center, Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m, to 4 p,m.. 
Tickets will also be available at the door 
one hour before each performance. 
A portion of the proceeds from ticket 
sales will benefit the Lance Corporal' 
Francisco A Martinez Flores Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Duarte Performing Arts Center is 
located at 1401 Highland Avenue. For 
more information or to acquire tickets, 
call (626) 256-0155. 

Rotary, City of Duarte Commemorate 
Landmark Supreme Court Case By08vidCrockett 

The Rotary Club of Duarte, in conjunction 
with the City of Duarte, will host a forum 
commemorating the 20'" anniversary of 
the Supreme Court's 1987 ruling that 
permitted women to gain membership 
Into Rotary Internaltonal. 

The event will be held at the Duarte 
Community Center on Friday, May 4 
from 4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m, The Duarte 
Community Center is located at 1600 
Huntington Drive in Duarte. 

In 1977, the tiny Rotary Club of Duarte 
adm/tied three female members into its 
traditionaHy all-male orgallization, and 
consequently had their charter revoked 
by Rotary International for refusing to 
dismiss the wOmen members. Duarte 
Rotary then n1ed ;J l;Jwsuit charging 
gender discrimination, and won the 
ensuing nine-year court battle on May 4, 

1987 with the Supreme Court's ruling, 
The panelists for the event will include: 
Carol Agate, ACLU attorney who was the 
attorney of record in the Supreme Court 
case; Sanford K. Smith, who represented 
Duarte Rotary pro bono throughout the 
nine year case; Dr. Sylvia Whitlock, the 
first woman president of Rotary in the 
world, elected by the Duarte Rotary Club 
in 1981; Christine M. Montan, District 
Governor for Rotary District 5300, Rotary 
International; Mary Lou Elliot, the first 
of the three women admitted to the 
Duarte Rotary in 11'111; and Ken Caresio, 
the Duarte City Manager in 1987 and 
a Rotary member. The panel will be 
moderated by Mary Ann Lutz, Rotary 
ASSistant Governor, District 5300. 

For more information, call (626) 357-7931 
x220 or visit AccessDuartecom. 
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Key.players in landmark Rotary case reunite
 
By EMANUEL PARKER The club was down to eight International revoked its charter Duarte Rotary. 

STAFf WRnER members. in 1978, initiating a nine-year "We tried to make the case as 
In a film clip, the late Richard court battle between Duarte narrow as possible," Smith said, 

DUARTE - A woman Key, a past Duarte Rotary presi­ Rotary and Rotary Interna­ "so that it would only apply to 
whose admission to the Duarte dent, said two-thirds of the pro­ tional. Duarte. But Rotary Interna­
Rotary Club sparked a U.S. fessional people in Duarte were "They [Rotary International] tional would not accept that. 
Supreme Court case that opened women. tried everything possible," said They chose to fight us tooth and 
service clubs nationwide to Those who played a key role Carol Agate, an ACLU attorney nail on everything." 
women said she was actually in the landmark 1987 U.S. who represented Duarte Rotary. Elliot later moved to Oregon, 
only admitted because her appli­ Supreme Court ruling held a "They tried to move the case where she applied to join a local 
cation used just her initials. forum Friday marking the 20th to federal court. They tried Rotary Club. 

"We were not women's lib­ anniversary of the decision at every motion in the book. We "The club secretary told me, 
bers," Mary Lou Eiliot said. the Duarte Community Center. had a strong case, but we had a 'I looked through all ofour cate­
"We just went about our busi­ . "We were not rebels," said [LA. County Superior Court] gories, but there was not one for 
ness" after being admitted. Ken Caresio, Duartc city man­ judge who early on indicated he you,''' she said. "That was the 
. Luke McJimpson said Duarte ager and a Rotary member. "We was not going to decide in our end of my Rotary membership. 
Rotary club members discussed just did what we thought was favor," she said. I joined a different service club 
admitting women for a year the right thing to do." Sanford K. Smith, an attorney with women members." 

thebefore unanimously voting to After Duarte Rotary admitted who lived in Arcadia at Immediately after 
do so. the women in 1977, Rotary the time, also represented Supreme Court's decision, the 

WALT MANCINI! STAFF 

KEY LEADERS: From left, Ken Caresio, Mary Lou Elliott, Shelan Joseph, 
Luke McJimpson, Sanford Smith, Carol Agate, Christine Montan and Dr. 
Sylvia Whitlock gather for a forum marking the 20th anniversary of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling opening doors of service clubs to women. 

Kiwanis and Lions clubs In 1995. 
opened their doors to women. 

emanuel.parker@sgvn.com 
The Elks finally followed suit (626) 578-6300, Ext. 4475 
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Honoring Rotary equality 
20th anniversary of women's admittance m,3rl<ed 
By Emanuel Parker Staff Writer 

DUARTE - A woman whose admission to the Duarte Rotary Club sparked a U.S. Supreme Court case that opened 
service clubs nationwide to women said she was actually only admitted because her application used Just her 
initials. 

"We were not women's libbers," Mary Lou Elliot said. "We Just went about our business" after being admitted. 

Luke McJimpson said Duarte Rotary club members discussed admitting women for a ~ar before unanimously 
voting to do so. 

The club was down to eight members. In a film clip, the late Richard Key, a past Duarte Rotary president, said 
two-thirds of the professional people in Duarte were women. 

Those who played a key role in the landmark 1987 U.S. Supreme Court ruling held a forum Friday marking the 
20th anniversary of the decision at the Duarte Community Center. 

"We were not rebels," said Ken Caresio, Duarte city manager and a Rotary member. "We just did what we 
thought was the rightthing to do." 

After Duarte Rotary admitted the women in 1977, Rotary International revoked its charter in 1978, initiating a 
nine-year court battle between Duarte Rotary and Rotary International. 

"They (Rotary International) tried everything possible," said Carol Agate, an ACLU attorney who represented 
Duarte Rotary. 

"They tried to mo:ve the case to federal court. They tried every motion in the book. We had a strong case, but we 
had a \ judge who early on indicated he was not going to decide in our favor," she said. 

Sanford K. Smith, an attorney who lived in Arcadia at the time, also represented Duarte Rotary. 

"We tried to make the case as narrow as possible," Smith said, "so that it would only apply to Duarte. But Rotary 
International would not acceptthat. They chose to fight us tooth and nail on everything." 

Elliot later moved to Oregon, where she applied to join a local Rotary Club. 

"The club secretary told me, . I looked through all of our categories, but there was not one for you,'" she said. 
"That was the endof my Rotary membership. I joined a different service club with women members." 

Immediately after the. Supreme Court's decision, the Kiwanis and Lions clubs opened their doors to women. The 
Elks finally Followed suit in 1995. . 

emanuel. parker@sgvll.com 

(626) 578-6300, Ext. 4475 
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Justice turns 

A groundbreaking Supreme 
Court decision will be cele­
brated May 4 when a panel of 
women come together to dis­
cuss the entrance of women in 
local Rotary clubs. 

Before 1987, women were 
not allowed in Rotary Club 
International. Women of the 
Rotary Club of Duarte took 
the issue to court and won. 

A panel that includes key 
players in the landmark case 
will discuss the history behind 
the decision from 4-5:30 p.m. 
at the Duarte Community 
Center, 1600 Huntington 
Dri ve. For information call 
(626) 357-7931. 
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Forum To 
Commemorate 
Rotary Victory 

DUARTE - Women who today enjoy membership 
in Rotary Club and other community service clubs can 
thank the Rotary Club of Duarte, "The Mouse that 
Roared," for making it possible. 

Sefore 20 years ago women were'barred from mem­
bership in service clubs stich as the Rotary, Kiwanis, 
Lions and others. But that changed on May 4, 1987 
when the tiny Duarte Rotary Club that had been stripped 
of its charter by Rotary International for admitting three 
women to active membership, in 1977, against Rotary 
International rules, won a landmark victory in the United 
States Supreme Court that forced the end of gender 
discrimination in Rotary and ultimately all service clubs. 

On Friday, May 4, at 4 p.m., the public is invited to 
attend a fOl)lffi to commemorate the 20th anniversary 
of the Supreme Court decision. The Rotary Club of. 
Duarte and the City of Duarte will reunite key figures in 
the nine year court battle who will discuss the case and 
its aftermath. The forum will be held at the Duarte Com­

munity Center. 1600 Huntington Dr., Duarte. Admis­
sion is free. 

Panel participants will include: Mary Lou Elliott, the 
first of three women members of the Duarte Rotary. 
whose admittance led to the revocation of the club's 
charter and the lawsuit; Sanford K. Smith, the Arcadia, 
California attomey, who represented Duarte Rotary pro 
bono throughout the case; Carol Agate, the attorney for 
the American Civil Liberties Union who also worked on 
the case for nine years and is the attorney of record on 
the Supreme Court decision; 

Dr. Sylvia Whitlock, the first woman president of a 
Rotary club in the world. She was el,ected by the re­

instated Duarle Rotary to serve as president for 1987­, 
19~8: Ken Caresio,' Duarte City Manager at tfte time of 
the Supreme Court decision and a member of Rotary: 
and Christine Montan, District Governor, District 5300, 
Rotary International. a fourth generation Rotarian and 
(he first woman member <If the Rotary Club of Alhambra 
in 19'1<.7, Moderator will be Mary Ann Lutz, Assistant 
(;I1\'CrTlOr. lIistricl <;~(}(), 
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[n 1977, with only eight members in the Duarte Ro­
tary, and recognizing that women were increasingly 
holding key leadership positions in the community, the 
club voted to admit Duarte school principals Mary Lou 
Elliott and DonnaBogard into its rank-s.A few months 
later Rosemary Freitag, a psychologist, became the third 
woman member of the Duarte club. 

. When Rotary International representa­
tives learned of the women, Duarte Ro­
tary was ordered to terminate their mem­
bership or lose its charter. Duarte Rotary, 
under then president, Richard Key, who 
was also the superintendent of Duarte Uni­
fied School District. stood its ground and 
eight months later in February of 1978, 
RotiUY International revoked the charter 
of the Duarte Club. When all appeals to 
Rotary International failed, the club voted 
to continue to meet as a quasi-Rotary 
Club. An X was placed over the Rotary 
insignill, and the club renamed itself The 
Ex-Rotary Club of Duarte. In June of 
1978, with the help of attorney Smith and 
Agate, the ACLU attorney, the club and " 
women members filed suit against Rotary 
International. The long battle against Ro­
tary International in the courts was be­
gun. 

For more information call Duarte City 
Hall, (626) 357-793l, ext. 220, 
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Key players recall landmark Rotary case 5 May 2007 15:59 GMT
 
... role in the landmark 1987 U.S. Supreme Court ruling held a forum Friday marking the ... f;wor," she said.
 
Sanford K. Smith, an attorney who lived in Arcadia at 'We tried ... nail on everything." Elliot later moved to
 
Oregon, where she applied to join a local ...
 

Duarte Rotary Club Forum on Women in Rotary, the Supreme Court Victory 
Friday, May 4, 2.007, 4pm 
Duarte Communlty'tCenter 
1600 Huntingt~'Drive Ivtm. 
Duarte, CA 

In conjunction with the City's 50th anniversary celebration, the Duarte Rotary Club will 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision that opened the doors 
to women In service clubs nationwide.. A forum will be held featuring some of the key 
participants in the court battle who r-vill discuss the landmark case. Historic video clips of 
the national news coverage of the Supreme Court decision will also be shown at the 
program, The public is invited to attend, Admission is free. 


